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Grandfather Frost 96

Coose Coose clulx like the one tn operation here ryere;1 rv;t), ol -caling for Clltistlnas necessities itt 19th-centurv Englancl

such as frumel:t ,s,,J6ltrgraunn', and krrry,rr, aPPe'aI at Chlisltlrs
all or.er Europe.

Grandfather Frost The Soviet version of Sant:r Clalts - tlreant

to replace Fathel Christrnas! or Koll-dda, lt Chlistmas and
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DEO MOROZ

Grandfather Frost This Canadian stanp shovt's the Russian Sitt-
bringer Crandfather Frost, also knotvn as Decl rVloroz

Baboushka at Epiphany Grandfather Frost ("Ded Nloroz")
rvas clepicted as an elderl)'rvhite-bearded man iu a long coat

irrLl \rinter fur s. As pal t of the Comnunist campaign against

the old religion and all its custorrs, Grandfather Frost rvas

said ro bring pr:esents at Nerv Year's. He tvas accotnpanied on

his lorrnds b)' an attractive ).oung \\roman, alleged to be his

niece, czrlled Snegurochka, the Snou' NIaiden. His survival in
the post-Comrnunist rr'or1d is still urcertain.

In Soviet-dorninated Eastern Etrrope, attempts by olficials
to eradiciite the Christrnas legends of local gift-bringers rvas

n-ret rvith resistance, and Graldfather Frost was pelceived as tr

svrnbol of Russjan oppression.

"Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer" A novelty song

l ritten in 1979 by veteritrarriau Ehno Shropshire and popular'

ized b1'Ehno arrd Patsy. In it Grandnla, who had been drinking
too r.nuch eggnog, is fbund dead under circttmstances that sug-

gest she has been hit by Santa's sleigh. The song achieved noto-
riety in Canada u'hen complaints rvere lodged r.vith politicians,
\\,onen's grolrps, aud seniors' organizations that it rvas

offensive to eldelly rvolnen and that the death of a matriarch
rvas no laughing natter. Thor-rgh nothing rvas done to linrit its
airplal-, the song \,vas voted one of the "Three lvlost Dreaded

Christmas Songs Ever" and an Anrerican disc jockey rvas {ired

for playing it (b1'r'equest) 27 times in a rorv. A parody follorved

entitied "Grandpir Got Runned Over by a lohr-r Deere."

"A Great and MightyWonder" I.M. Neale's tlanslation of St

Gerrnanus's (62+-ll) litulgical hynn for Christuras Dal Thc

rnelodl.cirn be traced to a Chlistmas or T\velfth Night foik

carol from the diocese of 'Irier in the r5th or ear ly r6th centur'\'.

A great trnd mighty l'onder,
A firll and holy curel
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